
 “Speak your latent [hidden, suppressed] conviction 

[belief, certainty] and it shall be the universal 
[widespread, common, accepted] sense [wisdom, 

common sense].”   

         -Ralph Waldo Emerson 

AP English Language and Composition 
How easy is it to speak our “latent conviction”?  To honestly say what we think 

challenges us on at least two levels.  In one sense we have to be bold to put our 

genuine ideas “out there” in the public eye where they’re subject to the scrutiny and 

criticism of others.   Surely, it requires a leap of faith to believe that what is true for 

you will ring true for others.  And as if that leap wasn’t hard enough, once we’ve 

summoned the requisite courage to speak our minds, we’ve got to put what is typically 

a jumbled heap of ideas locked in our brains into a form that people can understand 

clearly and quickly.   How many of us have exclaimed in frustration, “I have a lot of 

great ideas, but I just can’t express them”?   Emerson is the first to admit that to speak 

your private heart clearly and faithfully “demands something godlike” in a person.  Yet, 

he also warns us that it is the “chief disgrace” in the world not to try to share our own 

ideas, since they are “that peculiar fruit which each person was created to bear.”  Most 

that wish to live life would agree. 

Indeed, Emerson’s challenge to Americans in general is the same one faced by students 

in particular. I don’t want you to merely accept and repeat what you’ve heard and read; 

I expect you to contribute your own ideas to the intellectual record.  What’s more, your 

fresh ideas will need to appear in writing that is fresh, in essays that are clear and 

engaging.   

This class aims to help you meet the dual-edged challenge issued by Emerson by 

acquainting you with time-tested rhetorical tools that can help clarify your own ideas 

and enhance your ability to effectively express those ideas to various audiences.  By 

learning to recognize the available approaches in all the phases of discourse, from ways 

to identify the issue to the means to articulate it, you arm yourself with the mental 
keys that release you from confusion about your thoughts and those of others.   

Please Note: AP English Language and Composition is a college-level course 

examining rhetoric as “the art of finding and analyzing all the choices involving 

language that a writer, speaker, reader, or listener might make in a situation so that 

the text becomes meaningful, purposeful, and effective for readers or listeners, and 

examining the specific features of texts, written or spoken, that cause them to be 

meaningful, purposeful, and effective for readers or listeners in a situation” (David 

Jolliffe, former AP exam creator). Therefore, students will become mature and 

sophisticated consumers and creators of a variety of texts (American Literature being 

the majority). By the end of the course students will understand the ying-yang balance 

of reading/writing.   

 

As critical readers, students should be able to: 

 Summarize accurately and argument they have read 



 Locate the thesis/claim of an argument 

 Locate assumptions, stated and unstated 

 Analyze and evaluate the strength of the evidence and soundness of  supporting 

reasoning for thesis 

 Analyze, evaluate, and account for discrepancies among various readings on a 

topic (for example, explain why certain facts are used, why probable 

consequences of a proposed action are examined or ignored, or why two sources 

might interpret the same facts differently). 

 

As thoughtful writers, students should be able to:  

 Imagine an audience and write effectively for it (for instance, by using appropriate 

tone and providing detail) 

 Present information in coherent and strategic way 

 Be aware of their own assumptions 

 Locate sources and incorporate them into their own writing as digested material in 

their own words. 

 Properly document all borrowings – not merely quotations and paraphrases but 

also borrowed ideas 

 Do all these things in the course of developing a thoughtful argument of their 

own. 

 

Grade Breakdown & Component Explanation: 

10% - Participation:  This is very important for English class success; we can’t 

learn to communicate unless we learn to participate.  The participation meter will be 

constantly running during class discussions and activities.  Your participation begins at 

70%, and can move up and down from there throughout the semester.  This is not a 

grade based on conduct, but negative participation (i.e. taking away someone else’s 

opportunity to participate) will be taken into consideration. 

25% - Homework/Classwork:  I expect all students to work for 

approximately thirty minutes each night. This can only be tested by pop quizzes and 

discussion questions.  All homework will be posted weekly, so please be 
disciplined in looking at the board throughout the week. 

Writing:                                                                                                                      

• to write from three to five pages of rough draft writing per week 

(maintenance of working folder)                                                                                                            

• to take one piece of writing to final draft every five weeks 

(maintenance of portfolio)                                                                 

• to maintain a section on class notes in response to mini-lessons 

on skills and learning strategies                                                                                                                  

Reading: 

• to read for a half hour five nights per week 

Self-Evaluation                                                                                                    

• to set goals every semester with regard to what the student 

wants to be able to do better as a reader, writer, speaker, and 

listener                                                            

• to evaluate him- or herself as a learner every semester based on 



goals set and achieved 

35% - Tests/Quizzes:  Approximately three major unit tests each quarter, along 

with mini and pop quizzes throughout. Usage and 3-4 Vocabulary Unit Quizzes per 

quarter (we will study unit one week and then take quiz the following Friday). 

 

30% - Composition: 
 

SHOWCASE WRITING PORTFOLIO:  We will complete a portfolio, a 

satisfying showcase of a course’s worth of writing in one product. Penalty for late 

papers is twenty percent per day, including weekends!  The message is:  STAY 

ORGANIZED AND DON’T PROCRASTINATE!!! 

In-class Timed Essays:  Responding to AP or AP-like Prompts: 

During the course of the year, students are regularly required to respond to a prompt 

under time constraints. During the first semester, students will start by sharing their 

responses in their groups prior to revising and resubmitting the paper for assessment. 

We will gradually move to more independence and test-like 

situation. 

Course Outline:  
Textbook:  The Norton Reader 12th Edition, ISBN: 0393929485.   

 

I.     Introduction to World of Ideas 

A. Searching For Human Truth, philosophical world orders  

1. Sophie’s World Jostein Gaarder and Walden Henry 

David Thoreau 

B. Understanding Rhetoric: rhetorical transaction, rhetorical 

triangle, rhetorical Grammar, rhetorical matrix, 

annotation and connotation strategies 

C. Art and Craft of analysis, meaning making 

II.    Making a New World. First Encounters and Rhetoric of 

Revolution 

A.  Revolutionary Ideals and their Contradictions 

B.  Native American Voices 

C.  Analyzing Rhetoric: It’s All Argument!  Canons of Rhetoric: Invention: 

journalist’s questions, Burke’s pentad, syllogism and enthymeme, the topics; 

Arrangement: genres, functional parts; Style: diction, connotation and denotation, 

Latinate and Anglo Saxon diction, sentence structure and syntax, loose vs. periodic 

sentences, cohesion, schemes and tropes, parallelism; Memory and Delivery; 

constraints due to specific audiences; 

 

III.   American Beginnings- The Outward and Inward Worlds 

 A. The Puritan World View, History in Fiction; American Reconciliation:   

  1. The Crucible, Miller 

B. The Moral Code: The Tragedy of Society:   

1. Hawthorne and Realist Writers 

C.  Rhetoric and Effective Writing - Thesis and Antithesis:  The Synthesis Essay 

Showcase Writing Portfolio Pieces: 

 Writing Goals Statement 

 In-class essays; responding to AP prompts 

 Literary Analysis 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IV.   Who (What) Are Americans? 

A.  Emergence of American Poetic Voices: Whitman and Dickinson Barbaric Yawp 

and Hermit Extremes 

V.   American Renaissance 

A. Reading American Literature through Emerson 

B. Versions of Transcendentalism 

VI. Slavery and Rebellion: 

A. Slavery through the Eyes of Slaves and in Modern Contexts:  

B. The Documentary as Rhetoric Project 

VII.   “Shakespearience”: Identifying Archetypal Patterns: Initiation, Ritual, 

Metamorphosis, and Transformations 

C. Othello 

VIII. Critical Approaches: Trying on the ‘Lenses’ 

 

Showcase Writing Portfolio Pieces: 

1. American Poets Project 

 Visual Analysis  

 Synthesis Essay  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

IX.   Navigating the Modern Wastelands with Rhetoric and Narrative: Topics in 

Twentieth-Century American Literature, and polishing rhetorical grammar 

application in literature 

A.  Brave New World Huxley and Science Fiction Metaphor as Civil 

Disobedience 

B.  The American Dream, The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald 

C.  Civil War to Reconciliation Cycle Revisited 

 

X. Multiple Choice Test Strategies and Practice: Students will complete a series of 

close reading drills that require responding to 10-12 multiple choice questions. 

 

Showcase Writing Portfolio Pieces: 

 Persuasive Proposal  

 Critical Analysis 

 SIBL Project 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

XI.  The American Regions- Conflicts and Contrasts 

 A. Modern Battles: 

1.  The Road, Mccarthy 

2. Catcher in the rye and the Beat Generation’s Poetry as Civil Disobedience 

XII.  Structured in-class review of the AP Language and Composition Exam – review 

past AP essay prompts. This review will require students to score sample essays, 

respond to writing prompts, and engage in peer revision activities using student-

generated essays. 

 

XIII.  Norton Reader Choice Culminations Exhibition Project 

IXV.  Modern Poetry and Fiction - Technique and Vision  (Throughout the Course) 

Showcase Writing Portfolio Pieces:  

 Reflection Letter 

 Short Story Creation 

 



Behavior Management Plan 
Respect, Response, Responsibility are the three rules that set the       
tone in our community of learners.  We will respect each other, the 
facility, and ourselves; we will respond thoughtfully (not react without 
thinking) to each other, and will accept responsibility for our own 
actions.  This is symbolized perfectly in talking only when called upon 
and following the guidelines of other speaking/discussion platforms we will be 

using throughout the year.  If that happens we will not have to worry 
about “discipline” and “conduct”.  If you repeatedly talk, while I or 
someone else is trying to address the class, or abuse the classroom, the 
following will happen: 

 
1. Teacher will look at student, move next to him/her, private verbal correction, etc. 

2  Student may be called up privately at the end of instruction or asked to remain after the class. 
The teacher will identify the problem and note future consequences. The student will be asked to 
think about and provide possible solutions to the problem, and then turn the solutions in with 

parent signature. Other types of intrinsic assignments may also be necessary to curb behavior. 
3.  Student is issued a detention either with the teacher or to the detention room.  The teacher 
will write the reason for the detention on the detention slip and the parent must sign the slip.  It 
is the student’s responsibility to present the slip for admission to enter where the detention is 

served. 
4. Parent contact made by teacher (usually accompanied with a detention slip).  Parent is made 
aware of the recurring problem, the intervention steps taken by the teacher, and the 
consequences of future incidents (referral to the office). 
5. Written referral is made to the administrator.  All previous steps are noted on the referral.  The 
administrator makes a parent contact.  
 
Major Class Disruption: Students who demonstrate severe misbehavior (fighting, gross 

disrespect, etc.) will be referred to the office immediately.  All students who break a 

school rule such as skipping class, dress code, etc. have to be reported to the proper 

authority. 
Make-Up Policy: Students who are absent should take an active effort in finding out what 

he or she has missed, and make that work up as soon as possible, taking no longer to 

do so than the number of days missed.  If a prolonged absence is anticipated let me 

know ahead of time, the same with I.S.S. and field trips. This is your responsibility!!! 

Deadlines:  Assignments are due on the date specified and will drop twenty percent for 

every day they are late until turned in to teacher. 

Extra Help:  I am willing, as much as my schedule allows, to stay after school with any 

student who is having trouble and would like some extra help.  

 

Thanks in advance for your support.  I am looking forward to a very successful year for 

all of us.  Parent(s) or Guardian(s), please sign that you have reviewed this with your 

son or daughter. 

 

        Sincerely,  

 

 

 

        Mr. Hicks   

            

  

Student: ________________________________________ 

          

  

Parent: _________________________________________ 



 

 

 

  

 


